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Derecognition of KSOU
courses: NHRC seeks
reports from state, UGC

NEW DELHI: The National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Thursday sought
reports from the Karnataka
government and the Univer-
sity Grants Commission
over a decision to derecog-
nise courses offered by the
Karnataka State Open Uni-
versity (KSOU).

Intervening in the issue that
could affect around nine lakh
students, the NHRC asked the
Karnataka Education Secre-
tary and UGC officials to reply
to its notice within four weeks
about the issue involving the
Mysuru-based KSQU. The ac-
tion came on a public grievance
letter received at the Commis-
sion which claimed that the fu-
ture of these studentsis at stake
due to the UGC decision.

In the letter, the NHRC said,
it was argued that most of the
poor students who could not
afford to pursue courses from
regular universities opted for
distance learning programme
offered by the KSOU. “They
are in a dilemma, as to what

will happen if their courses are
now derecognised,” the letter |
said. The NHRC said there was |
“no clarification” from the uni-
versity on the issue till date.

“About 40% candidates who
have cleared an exam for the
post of assistant professor, con-
ducted by the Karnataka Ex-
aminations Authority (KEA),
are also uncertain about their
future as to what will happen if
the KEA, in line with UGC
guidelines, de-recognises their
degrees from KSOU, Mysuru,”
the NHRC said.

The Commission observed |
that it is an “unfortunate situa-
tion” for the students who de-
spite having degrees from a
duly recognised university are,
ina way, being subjected to cru-
elty due to want of clarity in the
matter. “Itamounts to violation
of their Right to Education and
Equality as their future is at
stake due to the proposed dere-
cognition of some KSOU
courses by the UGC after 2012-
13." the Commission said.

DH News Service
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10 VTU executive panel members
suspended over irregularities

RASHMI BELUR @8Bengalury

GOVERNOR Vajubhai Vala, who is also the
chancellor of universities, has issued orders sus-
pending ten members of the executive council
of Visvesvarya Technological University (VTU),
Belagavi late on Tuesday evening. The move fol-
lows notices issued to them recently.

According to scurces in Raj Bhavan, the deci-
sion to withdraw the nominations of the 10 mem-
bers was taken by the governor to facilitate their
prosecution as they were allegedly party to each
and every illegality and irregularities at VTU
when Dr H Maheshappa was vice-chancellor.

“Before suspending the members, the gover-
nor issued them notices and sought explanation.
Based on their explanations, the chancellor is-
sued the suspension orders,” explained a
source.

In the notice seeking explanation, the gover-
nor had said, “Having received several com-
plaints/allegations regarding irregularities and
illegalities in the administration of VTU, Justice
Keshavanaraya was appointed as the one-man
fact-finding committee to enguire into the mat-
ter and submit the report. ;

“The report submitted by committee high-
lights certain irregularities in administration
and functioning of VTU. The executive council
is the body which needs to perform certain fune-
tions as required under Section 20 of VTU Act,
1994 to protect the interests of the university and
the powers and functions are to be discharged
without giving space for irregiilarities and
illegalities. . 2

“However, prima-facie, the irregularities and
illegalities are attributable to the executive
council also and members have failed to dis-
charge their duties and functions and acted ina
manner detrimental to the interests of the
university.”

MAKEUP OF VTU EXEC COUNCIL
Principal Governor's
nominees nominees
Govt -l uGC
nominees nominee
Total
Nominated by VTU

The irregularities are attributable to the
executive council and members have failed to.
discharge their duties and acted ina manner
detrimental to the Interests of the university

Vajubhai Va_Lii. Governor

A copy of the fact-finding committee report
was also attached with the notices issued to the
members.

According to information available, of the 10
members, two have submitted their resignations
and one has approached the courts and the rest
have submitted their explanations.

“One member has approached the court say-
ing that he was not present at the council meet-
ing when those decisions were taken. Two mem-
bers submitted their resignations to the council
as soon as they received the notices. But their
resignations were not accepted as they are try-
ing to get relief from prosecution procedures,” a
source said.

The governor has also communicated to the
VTU, state government and University Grants
Commission (UGC) to initiate similar action
against the remaining executive council mem-
bers, the source added.
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'KUVEMPU &=5 UNIVERSITY

Office of the Registrar
Jnana Sahyadri, Shankarghatta - 577 451,

Shimoga District.
No. KU/UCCF-ICT//33 /2016-17 Date : 14-06-2016

He E-TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Kuvempu University invites tender for the task of
“Expansion and Upgradation of Campus-wide
Network Activities at Kuvempu University under
Phase-IV" from the reputed vendors as per KTTP Act. The
eligible bidders may participate and submit their bids in Two
Cover System under e-procurement platform as scheduled
in e-portal hitp://eproc.karnataka.gov.in. For more information
contact to the The Co-ordinator, UCCF-ICT Cell. Contact No.
256301- Extn.280 Sd /- Registrar




